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A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE 3 MONTH(S) OR THIRTY (30) DAYS, 
WHICHEVER IS LONGER, FROM THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 

- Extensions of time may be available under the provisions of 37 CFR 1 . 1 36(a). In no event, however, may a reply be timely filed 
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Art Unit: 3677 

DETAILED ACTION 

Information Disclosure Statement 

The information disclosure statement filed on 20 April 2005 fails to comply with 37 CFR 
1.98(a)(2), which requires a legible copy of each cited foreign patent document; each non-patent 
literature publication or that portion which caused it to be listed; and all other information or that 
portion which caused it to be listed. It has been placed in the application file, but the information 

! referred to therein has not been considered. 

I 

Claim Objections 

The claims are objected to because they include text enclosed within parentheses, which 
is improper. 

Specification 

The abstract of the disclosure is objected to because the abstract exceeds more than 150 
words, and exceeds more than one paragraph. The abstract of the disclosure is further objected 
to because the abstract contains legal terms or phrase considered as improper format in a 
abstract. Such terms and phrases as "The present invention..", "comprises", ""means", and 
wherein" must be deleted from the instant abstract. Applicant should review entire abstract and 
correct such occurrences. Correction is required. See MPEP § 608.01(b). 

Applicant is reminded of the proper language and format for an abstract of the disclosure. 

The abstract should be in narrative form and generally limited to a single paragraph on a 
separate sheet within the range of 50 to 150 words. It is important that the abstract not exceed 
150 words in length since the space provided for the abstract on the computer tape used by the 
printer is limited. The form and legal phraseology often used in patent claims, such as "means" 
and "said," should be avoided. The abstract should describe the disclosure sufficiently to assist 
readers in deciding whether there is a need for consulting the full patent text for details. 

The language should be clear and concise and should not repeat information given in the 
title. It should avoid using phrases which can be implied, such as, "The disclosure concerns," 
"The disclosure defined by this invention," "The disclosure describes," etc. 
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Claim Rejections -55 USC §112 
The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 1 12: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly claiming the 
subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

Claims 1-12 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 12, second paragraph, as being indefinite for 
failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which applicant regards as 
the invention, as to the following: 

In claim 1, bridging lines 3 and 4, recitation of "the opposed clipping arm" renders the 
claims indefinite for not distinguishing between the "opposed clipping arms" established in the 
claim. 

In claim 1, line 5, there is no antecedent basis for "the latching". 

In claim 1, line 7, recitation of "the clipping arm" renders the claims indefinite for not 
distinguishing between the "opposed clipping arms" established in the claim. 

In claim 1, lines 8 though 9, the claimed subject matter represented by recitation of 
",added to the latching means by the latching releasing means, to the direction to release the 
latching of the latching part" is not understood what structure of the claimed device the subject 
matter is associated or in reference to, thereby rendering the claims indefinite. 

In claim 2, line 2, recitation of "the clipping arm" renders the claims indefinite for not 
distinguishing between the "opposed clipping arms" established in the claim. 

In claim 3, line 2, there is no antecedent basis for "the latching releasing means side". 

In claim 4, line 3, recitation of "the clipping arm" renders the claims indefinite for not 
distinguishing between the "opposed clipping arms" established in the claim. 

In claim 4, bridging lines 6 and 7, there is no antecedent basis for "the other tip end". 

In claim 4, line 7, recitation of "the clipping arm" renders the claims indefinite for not 
distinguishing between the "opposed clipping arms" established in the claim. 

In claim 6, line 2, recitation of "the clipping arm" renders the claims indefinite for not 
distinguishing between the "opposed clipping arms" established in the claim. 

In claim 10, line 2, recitation of "the opposed clipping arm" renders the claims indefinite 
for not distinguishing between the "opposed clipping arms" established in the claim. 
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In claim 11, line 2, recitation of "the clipping arm" renders the claims indefinite for not 
distinguishing between the "opposed clipping arms" established in the claim. 

In claim 1 1 , recitation of "the latching means is formed is bound. . . " and 
In claim 12, line 2, recitation of "the clipping arm" renders the claims indefinite for not 
distinguishing between the "opposed clipping arms" established in the claim. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the 

basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 
A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public use or on 
sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United States. 

Claims 1-12 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being clearly anticipated by Japan 
document No 2002-321746, filed 25 April 2001, and published 05 November 2002. 

Claims 1-1 1, as best understood, are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated 
by Robinson et al. (U.S. Patent No. 5,050,272). Robinson et al. ('272) discloses a clip (1 1) 
comprising opposed clipping arms (sheath 13 and blade 47) capable of forming an independent, 
separate space by pressing and holding there between a clipped object constituted of a flexible 
hollow member (e.g., ice bag 75), and a latching means (locking member 67 and locking 
shoulder 35), disposed on one end of the each of the opposed clipping arms, which has a latching 
part (locking member 67 and locking shoulder 35) capable of latching the clipping arms which 
are pressing and holding the clipped object there between, wherein the clip has a latching 
releasing means (tip end 71) capable of releasing the latching by an external latching releasing 
force headed to an external direction from the clipping arm, and a structure (structural portion of 
member 67 having the cam surface 74) of the latching means has a supporting point part (69) 
acting the latching releasing force, added to the latching means by the latching releasing means, 
to the direction to release the latching of the latching part; 
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(concerning claim 2, so far as definite) the latching means is disposed at the both ends of 
the clipping arm; 

(concerning claim 3) the latching part of the latching means is disposed at the latching 
releasing means side of the supporting point part; 

(concerning claim 4) the latching means is constituted of the latching part having a male 
member (structure defining locking member 67) and a female member (structure defining slot), 
and of an elastic piece (71) formed on one tip end of the clipping arm and capable of oscillating 
with the use of the supporting point part (69) as a fulcrum by the latching releasing means; one 
of the male member (67) and the female member is formed on a tip end of the elastic piece; and 
the other of the male member and the female member is formed on the other tip end of the 
clipping arm; 

(concerning claim 5) the latching releasing means and the 
latching means are integrally molded; 

(concerning claim 6, so far as definite) the latching releasing means, the 
latching means and the clipping arm are integrally molded; 

(concerning claim 7) the latching releasing means is a band shape elastic piece (portion 
between 69 and 73) whose tip end is bound to the elastic piece of the latching means; 

(concerning claim 8) the latching releasing means is comprised of a pull-tab (end portion 
71) integrally molded with the band shape elastic piece bound to the elastic piece of the latching 
means; 

(concerning claim 9) . The clip according to claim 1, wherein the latching releasing 
means is comprised of a thread-like article (i.e., section having portion between 69 and 73); 

(concerning claim 10, so far as definite) a structure wherein the other end of the opposed 
clipping arm on which the latching means is formed is bound by an axis (pin 27) in an oscillating 
way; and 

(concerning claim 1 1) a structure wherein the clipping arm on which the latching means 
is formed is bound by a hinge (27) integrally molded with the clipping arm and formed on the 
other end, opposite the side where the latching means is formed, in an oscillating way. 
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Claim Rejections - 35 USC§ 103 



Claim 12, so far as definite, is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Robinson et al. ('272) in view of Oh et al. (U.S. Patent No. 4, 834,096). Robinson et al. ('272) 
discloses the claimed clip except for wherein at least the clipping arm is comprised of a resin 
made by mixing a glass fiber into a polyoxymethylene resin. However, Oh et al. ('096) discloses 
a clip made from "polyoxymethylene" (col. 9, line 26). Therefore, it would have been obvious to 
one of ordinary skill in the art to have manufactured the clip of Robinson et al. ('272) from a 
polyoxymethylene resin, as suggested by Oh et al. ('096), since Oh et al. ('096) recognizes that 
polyoxymethylene is a preferable suitable plastic material among "many relatively strong 
engineering plastics" when molding clip portions of "a single integral piece of molded plastic." 
(col. 9, lines 20-23).. 



The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to applicant's 
disclosure. See form PTO-892. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Robert J. Sandy whose telephone number is 571-272-7073. The 
examiner can normally be reached on M-F (7:30-4:00). 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, J.J. Swann can be reached on 571-272-7075. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would 
like assistance from a USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated 
information system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 



Conclusion 




Robert J. Sandy 
Primary Examiner 
Art Unit 3677 
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